A fter all that lias been written on this subject, the pathology of the intestinal canal still presents an interesting field of investigation. When we consider the delicacy of its structure, its great extent, and the important functions which it has to perform, we expect to find its diseases numerous and dangerous, and in their nature often obscure and intricate.
Externally it is a serous membrane, and liable to the diseases incident to that particular structure; internally it is a mucous membrane, and liable to the diseases of mucous membranes ; and it is, besides, through its whole extent, a muscular organ, upon the healthy action of every part of which it constantly depends for the proper discharge of its functions. It is six times the length of the body to which it belongs, and connected with it there are the delicate organs concerned in digestion and absorption, which have diseases peculiar to themselves. is a muscular action which is lost in the latter ; it is that property of muscles, by which they contract when nothing opposes their contraction. It has been called by physiologists the tonic power of muscles: it is not a mere shrinking by elasticity, but a muscular action of great power, as may be seen on the surface of the body, in the force with which muscles contract when their antagonists are paralysed.
When intestine is thus empty and contracted, it is probable that the muscular fibres are at rest; and the presence of some contents is probably required to bring into action the peristaltic motion. One portion of the canal then contracts upon the matter contained in it, propelling it forward into another which is thus distended, and then contracts in its turn, propelling the contents forward into a third portion, and so on. Now various actions take place in this process. When a portion of 3 intestine, which I shall call No. propels its contents forward into a portion, No. 
